PREFACE

"What a genius! what a vigour! what a bright-eyed
intelligence and observation!'* wrote Thackeray of
Fielding; and hosts of other critics and writers have
paid their tribute not only to him but to the other
writers represented here. But eighteenth-century novels
are for various reasons closed books to school pupils,
This selection aims at giving them at least a passing
glimpse of such literary celebrities as Lovelace, Parson
Adams, Squire Western and Partridge, Matt, Bramble,
Lismahago, Yorick, Corporal Trim and Captain Shandy,
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